Second Sunday before Lent, 6th February 2021
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray.
Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins.
God our Father,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins.
For turning away from you,
and ignoring your will for our lives;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For behaving just as we wish,
without thinking of you;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For failing you by what we do
and think and say;
Father forgive us:
save us and help us.
For letting ourselves be drawn away from you
by temptations in the world about us;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.
For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son;
Father, forgive us:
save us and help us.
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May the God of Love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins, and assure us of his
eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
Blessed is the Lord
for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song we will praise our God.

The Collect for the day
Almighty God,
you have created the heavens and the earth
and made us in your own image:
teach us to discern your hand in all your works
and your likeness in all your children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things,
now and for ever.
Amen

Hearing and responding to the Word of God
(We encourage you to look at the readings in your own time and will continue with
the Gospel)

First Reading: Proverbs 8.1,22-31
Does not wisdom call,
and does not understanding raise her voice?
22The LORD created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
23Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
25Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth –
26when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
27When he established the heavens, I was there,
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when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
29when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30then I was beside him, like a master worker;
and I was daily his delight, rejoicing before him always,
31rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race.

Psalm 104. 26-37
26

O Lord, how manifold are your works!
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.

27

There is the sea, spread far and wide,
and there move creatures beyond number, both small and great.

28

There go the ships, and there is that Leviathan
which you have made to play in the deep.

29

All of these look to you
to give them their food in due season.

30

When you give it them, they gather it;
you open your hand and they are filled with good.

31

When you hide your face they are troubled;
when you take away their breath,
they die and return again to the dust.

32

When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth.

33

May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;
may the Lord rejoice in his works;

34

He looks on the earth and it trembles;
he touches the mountains and they smoke.

35

I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;
I will make music to my God while I have my being.

36

So shall my song please him
while I rejoice in the Lord.

37

Let sinners be consumed out of the earth
and the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
Alleluia.

Second Reading: Colossians 1.15-20
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things in heaven
and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
15
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powers – all things have been created through him and for him. 17He himself is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.

Gospel: John 1.1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with
God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was
life, and that life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.
There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came as a witness to testify
concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. He himself was not the light; he
came only as a witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the
world.
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognise him.
He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of
natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the
One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Reflection
Prayers of Intercession
Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom,
we pray for all Christian people;
for Stephen our Archbishop and John our bishop,
and for all who teach and guard the faith …
May the word of Christ dwell richly in our hearts,
and knit us together in the bond of your love.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
We pray for the leaders of nations,
and for those in authority under them.
Give them the gift of your wisdom,
and a right discernment in all things.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
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Living God,
deliver us from a world without justice
and a future without mercy;
in your mercy, establish justice,
and in your justice, remember the mercy
revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
We pray for our villages and parishes,
for those who live, work and visit here,
and for all who seek the common good.
Speak your word of peace in our midst,
and help us to serve one another as Christ has served us.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
We pray for those who do not believe,
and for those of hesitant belief.
Open their ears to hear your voice,
and open their hearts to receive you, the very Word of life.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
We pray for those bowed down with grief, fear or sickness …
May Christ your living Word bring them comfort and healing.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
We give thanks for all who have died in the faith of Christ,
and we rejoice with all your saints,
trusting in the promise of your word fulfilled.
Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.
Lord of all time and eternity,
you opened the heavens and revealed yourself as Father
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son:
by the power of your Spirit
complete the heavenly work of our rebirth
through the waters of the new creation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Hear us.
Hear us, good Lord.

For the Nation
Loving Father God,
be with us in our distress;
be with our families, friends, and neighbours,
our country and our world.
Give health to the sick,
hope to the fearful,
and comfort to mourners.
Give wisdom to our frontline and key workers,
insight to our Government,
and patience to us all.
Overcome disease with the power of your new life,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Benefice Prayer
God who made everyone and who may be found in every place, bless our parishes and
Benefice, prosper our attempts to be faithful to you and to draw others to you.
Inspire us by the power of your Holy Spirit that we may be a caring people, the true
community of the body of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray,
to the mercy and protection of God.
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
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And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord:
thanks be to God.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit, be with us all now and evermore. Amen.
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