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Epiphany 2, 17th January 2021 

 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 

 

This is the day that the Lord has made. 

We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world  

through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.    cf Titus 2.11-14 

 

Lord, direct our thoughts, and teach us to pray. 

Lift up our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sins.  

 

God be gracious to us and bless us, 

and make your face shine upon us: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May your ways be known on the earth, 

your saving power among the nations: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 

and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

May the God of Love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins, and assure us of his 

eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

Blessed is the Lord 
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for he has heard the voice of our prayer; 

therefore shall our hearts dance for joy 

and in our song we will praise our God. 

 

The Collect for the day 

 

Almighty God, 

in Christ you make all things new: 

transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 

and in the renewal of our lives 

make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 

Hearing and responding to the Word of God 

 

(We encourage you to look at the readings in your own time and will continue with 

the Gospel) 

 

First Reading:1 Samuel 3.1-10(11-20) 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread.  
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in 

his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the 
LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I 

am!’ 5and ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down 

again.’ So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, 

and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ 7Now 

Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 
8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for 

you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 

‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”’ So 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, 

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ 11Then the LORD said to 

Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it 

tingle. 12On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning 

to end. 13For I have told him that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he 

knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to 

the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’  
15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel was 

afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ 
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17Eli said, ‘What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more 

also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ 18So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the LORD; let him do what seems good to him.’ 19As Samuel 

grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from 

Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 

Psalm 139 .1-5,12-18 

1  O Lord, you have searched me out and known me;  

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 

 you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2  You mark out my journeys and my resting place   

and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3  For there is not a word on my tongue,  

but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

4  You encompass me behind and before   

and lay your hand upon me. 

5  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,   
so high that I cannot attain it. 

12  For you yourself created my inmost parts;   

you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13  I thank you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;   

marvellous are your works, my soul knows well. 

14  My frame was not hidden from you,   

when I was made in secret 

 and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15  Your eyes beheld my form, as yet unfinished;   

already in your book were all my members written, 

16  As day by day they were fashioned   

when as yet there was none of them. 

17  How deep are your counsels to me, O God!   

How great is the sum of them! 

18  If I count them, they are more in number than the sand,  

and at the end, I am still in your presence. 

 

Second Reading: Revelation 5.1-10 

1I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the inside and on the 
back, sealed with seven seals; 2and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is 

worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?’ 3And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 

was able to open the scroll or to look into it. 4And I began to weep bitterly because no one was 

found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5Then one of the elders said to me, ‘Do not 

weep. See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 

scroll and its seven seals.’  
6Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders a Lamb standing 

as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 
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sent out into all the earth. 7He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who was 

seated on the throne. 8When he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 

elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the 

prayers of the saints. 9They sing a new song:  

‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, 

for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 

saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; 
10you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 

and they will reign on earth.’ 

 

Gospel: John 1.43-51 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 

‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 

from Nazareth.’ 46Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to 

him, ‘Come and see.’ 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly 

an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, 

you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told 

you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ 51And he said to him, 

‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending 

upon the Son of Man.’  

 

 
 

Reflection 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

We pray that Christ may be seen in the life of the Church. 

You have called us into the family 

of those who are the children of God. 

May our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ 

be strengthened by your grace. 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

in your mercy hear us. 

 

You have called us to be a temple 

where the Holy Spirit can dwell. 

Give us clean hands and pure hearts 

so that our lives will reflect your holiness. 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

in your mercy hear us. 

 

You have called us to be a light to the world, 
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so that those in darkness come to you. 

May our lives shine as a witness 

to the saving grace you have given for all. 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

in your mercy hear us. 

 

You have called us to be members of your body, 

so that when one suffers, all suffer together. 

We ask for your comfort and healing power 

to bring hope to those in distress. 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

in your mercy hear us. 

 

You have called us to be the Bride, 

where you, Lord, are the Bridegroom. 

Prepare us for the wedding feast, 

where we will be united with you for ever. 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

in your mercy hear us. 

 

Jesus, Lord of the Church, 

you have called us into fellowship with all your saints. 

We unite our prayers with theirs 

and ask for grace to serve you with joy 

where you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for all eternity. 

Amen. 

 

 

For the Nation 

Loving Father God, 

be with us in our distress; 

be with our families, friends, and neighbours, 

our country and our world. 

Give health to the sick, 

hope to the fearful, 

and comfort to mourners. 

Give wisdom to our frontline and key workers, 

insight to our Government, 

and patience to us all. 

Overcome disease with the power of your new life, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Benefice Prayer 

God who made everyone and who may be found in every place, bless our parishes and 

Benefice, prosper our attempts to be faithful to you and to draw others to you.  

Inspire us by the power of your Holy Spirit that we may be a caring people, the true 

community of the body of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen  

 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 

shine in your hearts and fill your lives 

with his joy and peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with us all now and evermore. Amen.  


