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Benefice of the Street Parishes 
Service for Pentecost   
 
 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen.  
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 

Introduction  
 
Jesus Christ, whom we worship, is our crucified, risen and ascended Lord and we have 
walked with him through his journey of love. We have faced the agony of his suffering and 
death on a cross. We have rejoiced at his bursting free from the bonds of death. We have 
enjoyed his risen presence with us and his revelation of himself through the breaking of 
bread. We have seen his return to the throne before which every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that this Jesus is Lord. And now, with the followers of his own time, 
we await the coming of the promised Holy Spirit, his gift to his people, through whom we 
make Christ known to the world.  
 
As we wait in silence,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
As we listen to your word,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
As we worship you in majesty,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
As we long for your refreshing,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
As we long for your renewing,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
As we long for your equipping,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
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As we long for your empowering,  
fill us with your Spirit.  
 
Silence is kept.  
 

The Pentecost Reading 

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (2.1-13) 
 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly 
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a 
tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews 
from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of 
each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia 
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs – in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 
wine.’ 
 
The reader says 
 
The Lord is here.  
His Spirit is with us.  
 

The Collect  
 
Let us pray that the Spirit will work through our lives to bring Christ to the world.  
 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children with the 
gift of faith, revive your Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 

 
Second Reading  
 
1 Corinthians 12. 3b-13 
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says 
‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who 
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activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another 
the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same 
Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the 
same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 
 
 

Gospel Reading John 20: 19-23 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them 
again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said 
this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  
 
At the end  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Reflection 

 

The Creed  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 
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Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 

This is the faith of the Church. 
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
 
We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit. 
Generous God, 
we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to make us wise to understand your will. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness 
where there is division, sickness and sorrow. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to equip us for the work which you have given us. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit. 
We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
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We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit, 
given us by the risen Lord. 
We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, 
in the joy of eternal life. 
Lord, come to bless us 
and fill us with your Spirit. 
 
Generous God, 
you sent your Holy Spirit upon your Messiah at the river Jordan, 
and upon the disciples in the upper room: 
in your mercy fill us with your Spirit, 
hear our prayer, 
and make us one in heart and mind 
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen. 
 
 
God, who as at this time 
taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: 
grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgement in all things 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Being made one by the power of the Spirit, let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has 
taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Blessing: 
 
May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the world was created, breathe into 
you the life he gives.  
Amen.  
 
May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came among us, make 
you joyful in the service of the Lord.  
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Amen.  
 
May the Spirit, who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, bring the world alive 
with the love of the risen Christ.  
Amen.  
 
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you 
and remain with you always.  
Amen.  
 
A minister says  
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power, go in the light and peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  


